[DATE]

[Name]

[Title] 

[Address]

[Address]

[City], [State] [Zip]

Dear [State School Board/State Superintendent/Chief State School Officer/Other Policy Maker]:

I am writing to urge you to make rigorous and engaging high school computer science a core course as a mathematics, science or computer science graduation requirement in [State/School District]. Computing opens limitless opportunities for students. Computing is driving economic recovery and societal change. And the technologies that are its engine depend on the field of computer science. It is more important than ever that [State/School District] K-12 education system expose young people to computer science and its possibilities.

Current government projections show that by 2018 more than 800,000 high-end computing jobs will be created in the economy, making it one of the fastest growing occupational fields. Unfortunately, the percent of high schools with AP computer science courses has fallen by 17% from 2005, and the percent of high schools with introductory computer science courses has fallen by 35% from 2005. To further illustrate the lack of support for computer science education at the state level, the majority of states have no certification for computer science teachers, and, in states where certification or endorsement exists, the requirements may have little, if any, computer science content. Knowing that high school graduation requirements represent one in a series of education policy levers, making computer science a course that “counts” will inevitably improve investments in professional development for computer science educators, reform certification processes and rightly elevate computer science in [State/School District] K-12 public education. 

Securing the cyber-infrastructure, protecting national security, and making a more efficient energy infrastructure are among numerous issues important to [State/School District] and the country, and they all depend on computing. The field holds tremendous promise, but current federal, state and local policies undercut access to computer science courses and curriculum in K-12 classrooms. Too few students have the opportunity to take engaging and rigorous computer science in high school and there is little ethnic and gender diversity among those who do. Further, too few professional development opportunities exist for computer science teachers. This is a national—and state—failing, and one we can ill afford as computing is central to society and worldwide economic growth. Making rigorous high school computer science a core course for math or science graduation requirements in our state would be an important step in addressing this issue.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at [phone] or [email]. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

[Name]

[Title]

[Organization]
